FACILITY NAME OR ORG.
Physician Extenders in Health Care Centers

Standard Operating Procedure


Standard:


To allow physicians to utilize Physician Assistants and Certified Registered Nurse Practitioners in accordance with Facility name or org. standards and regulatory requirements.

Procedure:
1. Physician Extender or Mid-Level Practitioners are terms used to describe non-physician health professional persons who perform medical activities under the supervision of a Physician.  Nurse Practitioners (CRNP) and Physician Assistants (PA-C) are Physician Extenders.  Physician Extenders may be utilized in nursing facilities, in accordance with their training and experience and the requirements in statutes and regulations governing their respective practice.  
2. If a physician desires to have a PA-C or CRNP see residents, the physician must be credentialed to practice at Facility name or org..  The physician or practice must notify the Administrator or Director of Nursing at the Health Care Center of their request.
3. A copy of the written/collaborative agreement between the supervising physician and the PA-C or CRNP must be obtained prior to the PA-C or CRNP functioning in any role in the Health Care Center.

4. A copy of the licenses of both the supervising physician and the PA-C or CRNP must be obtained prior to the PA-C or CRNP functioning in any role at the Health Care Center.  A copy of certificate of liability insurance coverage and DEA certificate is also required.

5. A notice plainly visible to all residents is posted in prominent places explaining the meaning of the terms “physician extender, physician assistant and nurse practitioner.” A list is also posted regarding supervising physicians and the persons and title of whom they supervise.  

6. Approved PA-C’s documentation on the resident’s record shall be countersigned by the supervising physician within 7 days with an original signature and date by the supervising physician.  This includes progress notes, physical examination reports, treatments, medications and any other notation made by the PA-C. The PA-C is authorized to: write orders, give orders directly or by phone and verify orders for residents of supervising physician, including after regular business hours.  The required monthly visits may be alternated between the supervising physician and the PA-C after the initial comprehensive assessment is completed.  Prescribe medications, including schedule II-V medications, based on current PA-C regulations and their Prescriptive Authority Agreement.
7. Approved CRNPs are not subject to any of the requirements noted in the above section regarding PA-C documentation countersignature.  The CRNP is authorized to: write orders, give orders directly or by phone and verify orders for residents of supervising physician, including after regular business hours.  Perform other required visits.  The required monthly visits may be alternated between the supervising physician and the CRNP after the initial comprehensive assessment is completed.  Prescribe medications, including schedule II-V medications, based on current CRNP regulations and their Prescriptive Authority Agreement.
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