



FACILITY NAME OR ORG.
Practitioner Credentialing
Standard Operating Procedure

Standard:

Practitioners shall have privileges to practice at Facility Name or org. Health Care Centers.

Procedure:

1. Each practitioner desiring to have privileges must:

a. Be licensed to practice medicine or surgery in accordance with applicable state laws, regulations and guidelines;

b. Comply with resident care policies, including those governing the provision of physician services;

c. Agree in writing to abide by relevant rules and regulations and accepts the Medical Director’s authority to oversee practitioners in the Health Care Center;

d. Provide all medical information necessary to maintain continuous medical care and treatment; 

e. Designate an alternate physician/practitioner to care for residents during the primary physician’s absence;

f. Comply with policies regarding provision of medical information, physician visits, admission responsibilities, support for care plan development and implementation, medication and treatments, documentation, and other practitioner/physician responsibilities.
2. Practitioners who desire privileges should contact the Health Care Center’s Administrator or Medical Director.

3. Practitioners must complete an application for privileges and submit all required documents.

4. Health Care Center staff will verify dates of all submitted information, verify staff privileges with local hospital(s) as available, verify ability to participate in Medicare Programs by checking the Office of Inspector General (OIG) database, and complete a professional query with The National Practitioner Data Bank (NPDB). 
5. The Medical Director and Nursing Home Administrator (NHA) will approve privileges for practitioners.
6. Health Care Center staff will maintain current documents on each privileged practitioner.
7. Re-credentialing is completed at least every 2 years.
8. Until credentials can be verified, the Administrator and Medical Director can grant temporary privileges.
11/29/2010

