Decision Making Tool


1. Ability to process information							Score_____
	3 = Understands, processes and follows complex directions
	2 = Understands and follows basic directions (dressing, completing tasks, etc.)
	1 = Understands and follows one step directions
	0 = Unable to understand or follow any directions

2. Ability to recognize that choices exist						Score_____
	3 = Receives information and understands relevance of choices in relation 
to own values and beliefs
	2 = Receives information and recognizes choices exist, but unable to relate
		choices to one’s values and beliefs
	1 = Unable to distinguish which information is relevant to making choices
	0 = Unable to recognize relevant information nor understands choices exist

3. Memory recall									Score_____
	3 = Short term and long term memory are intact
	2 = Long term memory is intact but cannot recall things from day to day
	1 = Recollection is at least one hour
	0 = Recollection is no more than 5-10 minutes

4. Ability to reason									Score_____
	3 = Consistent ability to reason and express decision making
	2 = Occasional errors in reasoning and expressing decision making
	1 = Inconsistent ability to reason and express decision making
	0 = Not capable of reasoning

5. Understands consequences of decisions						Score_____
	3 = Fully understands and expresses consequences of decisions
	2 = Understands there are consequences to decisions but unable to fully
		define them
	1 = Does not recognize there are consequences to decisions
	0 = Unable to understand situations or consequences

											
Total Score___________
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Score Intrepretation


Score_______ (from the other side)


13-15 = Full decision making capacity
		Can make all decisions independently

7-12 =   Limited decision making capacity
Lacks the ability to make one or more complex decisions independently, but still possesses at minimum the capability to designate a POA.  These determinations should be make on a case by case basis.  The surrogate (POA) should be involved in complex decision making

0-6 =     No decision making capacity
Unable to make decisions, but may experience preferences regarding food, clothing, or daily routine





















2
